Peirce Bureau of Information’s 

Internet Research Tutorial

Content Outline

I. INTRODUCTION/Flash
II. OBJECTIVES listed – This is the Tutorial Home Page 

a. Links to Library Home plus all buttons contained on typical tutorial pages (except “Home”):

i. Modules

1. Submenus

ii. Help

1. Site Map

2. FAQ

iii. Special Assignments

1. Search Challenges

2. Instructions for searching specific databases

a. Britannica

b. Spectrum

c. EBSCOHost

3. Archives

a. Citations

b. Intellectual Property

c. Any other items along these lines

b. “retinal scan” Flash– Access Granted
III. WEB BASICS

a. Introduction to the internet

b. HTML defined briefly (hypertext, hyperlink, tags)

c. What is a “Start page”

d. URLs

i. Transfer protocols, punctuation, domains, pathnames to filenames 

1. Interactivity: put url into correct order

2. “Backgrounder” – protocols other than http

ii. resolving #’s to names- DNS, IP addresses

1. guided activity: google 

e. Web Browsers

i. Interactivity: rollovers to discover what parts do (Netscape)

1. back button

2. reload

3. print

4. home (means default home, set in preferences)

5. View source???

6. security issues???

7. open new page

8. url text field (http://- default protocol)

ii. guided activity: to give familiarity with IE 

a. Interactivity: copy text from a web page, paste into tutorial text field

f. self-quiz: review of acronyms (html, dns, url, IP)

g. “Backgrounder” – error messages

h. Interactivity: “matching” review of chapter

IV. RESEARCH BASICS 

a. Gary’s words about how the www can be powerful source of accurate and informative data, it can also present sites that are silly, present opinions without basis in fact, etc. 

b. Why research skills are important

i. It’s an Information Age

ii. Critical thinking skills

iii. “Backgrounder”: What could it pay to learn how to do careful research for instance if you’re in a science or medical field, journalist or historian? 

c. Organization in research important in traditional research and internet researching.

i. Guided activity: creating a folder for bookmarks/favorites and saving a web page to that folder (OK to create folders in library browser- can easily be deleted periodically?)

d. Follow standard Bureau protocol for analyzing your assignment and completing your report.

i. Read assignment

1. what instructor expects

2. scope

3. how many reference sources

ii. Consider Subject

1. narrow or broad review

2. finding a topic

e. Finding clues- General Bureau Guidelines

i. Interactivity: the different information available in

1. Encyclopedias

a. General

b. Subject Specific

2. Books

a. Interactivity: Spectrum interface

i. Links to further info

        b.
self quiz: Spectrum

3. Periodicals

a. Newspapers

b. Popular Magazines

c. Scholarly Journals

d. Introduce Ebscohost

e. Search Challenge? Steps to narrow this specific search (help from Peirce Library):

i. Why this info is ONLY available in periodicals

ii. How do you look for the specific journals-

iii.  screenshots from Ebscohost

       f.
Interactivity: “Matching” review of chapter
V. SEARCHING THE WEB

a. Search Engines in general/brief history

i. Databases

ii. Submitting sites to search engines

iii. “Backgrounder” – How search engines are financed. Advertising and search engines. Inktomi owns a few search engines. Your email address sometimes sold without your knowledge.

iv. Cataloguing info into subject areas i.e. Yahoo

b. Navigating a web site

i. Purpose of site

ii. Linked pages

iii. Home page like TOC in books

iv. Interactivity: Anatomy of a Home Page (put Web Site pieces together)

v. Site maps

vi. Site search engines

c. Keyword strategies

d. Special Assignment: Britannica Search Challenge
e. Why keyword searching is not most effective strategy for web

f. How search engine databases work

i. Search engine “spiders”

ii. Title and meta tags

g. The direct approach

i. Guided Activity: specific search for the price of a Big Mac in Japan.

VI. ADVANCED INFORMATION GATHERING

a. Using “Search Engine Math”

i. +

ii. –

iii. phrase searching
        i. 
Interactivity: “matching” review of chapter

b. Boolean Operators

i. And

ii. Or

iii. Not
iv. Interactivity: Flash Venn diagrams

c. “Backgrounder” – how search sites are different, use slightly different search styles

i. Advanced search pages
ii. Help feature on search pages

1. Guided Activity: Advanced Search Screens – Library of Congress search
d. Citations

i. Link to Citations file in Archive

e. Archiving information through the browser

i. Printing from Browser

ii. Saving via Browser

1. Text

2. Graphics

3. Interactivity: practice saving files to hard drive

f. Other file formats

i. Plugins, viewers and file compression

1. Flash

2. Zip

3. Acrobat Reader

g. Media Files

i. Broadband solutions

g.
Security/Cookies?

i.
Guided activity: go to URL and get feedback on computer, OS and browser used (to illustrate what information is passed between computers without the user knowing about it)


        h.
Interactivity: “Matching” review of chapter

VII. EVALUATING WEB SOURCES

a. Authority

i. Publisher info

ii. Author

iii. URL clues

b. Objectivity

i. Site sponsorship

ii. Biases

iii. Advertising

c. Content & Coverage

i. Relevance to research topic

ii. In depth or summary info

d. Currency

e. Usefulness

f. Interactivity: “Matching” review of chapter

VIII. QUIZ

a. Intro page which explains rules about taking the quiz

i. Pull down menu with teacher’s name

ii. Text field for student’s name

iii. Submit button

b. Quiz pages – 4 pages with 5 questions each

i. Submit button at end

  


